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About ARCHE

• Founded 1938

• 19 member colleges and universities, public and
private

• Build awareness of size, scope, impact and value of
higher education in the Atlanta region

• Bring together institutions in collaborative endeavors

• Work with library affiliates and community partners
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ARCHE Members

Agnes Scott College

Brenau University

Clark Atlanta University

Clayton State University

Columbia Theological Seminary

Emory University

Georgia Institute of Technology

Georgia State University

Interdenominational Theological
Center

Kennesaw State University

Mercer University, Atlanta

Morehouse College

Morehouse School of Medicine

Oglethorpe University

Savannah College of Art and Design
– Atlanta

Southern Polytechnic State University

Spelman College

University of Georgia

University of West Georgia
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What the Study Shows – and Why

• Measures higher ed capacity of America’s 50
largest metro areas: students, degrees, finances

• Offers comparative view of collective college and
university resources available to metro areas

• A region can’t leverage higher ed strengths to
best advantage unless it recognizes what it has

• To encourage government, business and civic
leaders nationally to work more closely with their
local colleges and universities
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About the Study

• Data from U.S. Department of Education; students
are FTE, degrees are Bachelor’s and higher

• Measures change from 1989 to 2005 (when data
collected); trend analysis prior to ‘89 difficult, ‘05
most recent data when study begun

• 50 largest metro areas determined by Census
population data in Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSAs) and Metropolitan Divisions (MDs)

• Fourth edition of study conducted by ARCHE
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Key National Findings

America’s 50 largest metro areas account for:

• 50% of all students attending college in U.S. (FTE)

• 51% of all degrees awarded in nation (Bachelor’s+)

• 54% of all spending by U.S. higher ed institutions

• 64% of all higher ed research spending



www.atlantahighered.org

By any measure,
Atlanta is a national leader

in higher education.

Another key finding:
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In the U.S., Atlanta Ranks…

• 7th in college students enrolled
(176,171 FTEs)

• 3rd in African American students enrolled
(47,548 FTEs)

• 7th in academic degrees awarded
(35,802 Bachelor’s and higher)

• 5th in university research
($1.01 billion)
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Atlanta Ranks in the Top 10
Total Enrollment
Students of Color
African-American Students
Total Degrees Awarded
Degrees in 14 academic fields –
- Biological / Biomedical Sciences
- Health Professions/Clinical Sci’s
- Computer / Information Sciences
- Engineering / Engineering Tech
- Mathematics / Statistics
- Physical Sciences
- Architecture

- Business / Management / Marketing
- Communication / Journalism & Tech
- Education
- English Language / Literature
- Foreign Languages / Literature
- Theology / Religious Vocations
- Visual / Performing Arts
Total Higher Ed Expenditures
Research Expenditures
Federal Approps, Grants / Contracts
Faculty and Staff Employees
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Students Enrolled: Top Centers 1989-2005

Metro areas with 100,000+ FTE students in Fall 1989, among top nine metros in Fall 2005.

Los Angeles

San Diego

Chicago

Atlanta

Boston

New York
Philadelphia

Washington, DC
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Enrollment Growth Rate:
Atlanta Leads Top Higher Ed Centers

Metro areas with 100,000+ FTE students in Fall 1989, to Fall 2005.
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African American Enrollment Growth

• 118% increase in African American students
attending Atlanta-area colleges and universities

• Atlanta #1 in nation for increase in number of
African Americans enrolled

• Atlanta ranks 3rd in African American students
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Degrees Awarded: Top Centers 1989-2005

Metro areas with 15,000+ Bachelor’s degrees and higher in 1988-89, still top eight in 2004-05.

Los Angeles

San Diego

Chicago

Atlanta

Boston

New York
Philadelphia

Washington, DC
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Metro areas with 15,000+ Bachelor’s degrees and higher in 1988-89, to 2004-05.

Degree Growth Rate:
Atlanta #2 Among Top Higher Ed Centers
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Key Industries Benefit from
Atlanta’s College Grad Boom

Engineering / related technologies
Biological / biomedical sciences
Computer / information sciences
Foreign languages
Business / management / marketing

Increase in #
of degrees

All metro areas, Bachelor’s degrees and higher, 1988-89 to 2004-05.

Degree field
Change
in rank

#1
#2
#3
#4
#6

6th to 3rd
13th to 7th
8th to 5th

10th to 7th
7th to 7th

Atlanta among 50 largest U.S. metro areas, 1989-2005
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Enrollment, Degree Growth
Outpace Population Growth

Atlanta-area population   +55%

Atlanta-area college enrollment   +62%

Atlanta-area college degrees awarded   +75%

1989-2005

FTE students, Fall 1989-Fall 2005. Bachelor’s degrees and higher, 1988-89 to 2004-05.
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FY 2005. Prior year comparisons not accurate due to changes in accounting / reporting.

Higher Ed Research Spending:
Atlanta One of Five Over $1 Billion
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Direct institutional spending

Federal funds into GA economy

Jobs at colleges / universities

Rank in U.S.

Dollars from FY 2005. Employees from Fall 2005, excludes most hospital and student
employees. Federal funds include appropriations, grants and contracts.

Atlanta Higher Ed: Economic Powerhouse

$6 billion

$983 million

55,348

8th

10th

7th
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Thanks to Study Sponsors

Georgia Power Foundation

Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce

Robert W. Woodruff Foundation
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More on the study
www.atlantahighered.org
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The Best of Atlanta-area Higher Ed
www.atlantahighered.org


